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FIG PRESIDENT ELECTIONS

2022 is a special year for FIG, as the FIG 

General Assembly will elect a new President 

to take over from President Rudolf Staiger. 

Two new Vice Presidents will also be elected. 

This will all take place at the FIG Congress 

2022, which will be held in Warsaw, Poland, 

from 11–15 September. The President and 

Vice Presidents will be elected for four years, 

starting from January 2023 and running to 

December 2026.

So, who are the candidates? This is the first 

time that the names of the candidates have 

been announced so early, which gives us the 

possibility to get to know the candidates a little 

better. 

The International Federation of Surveyors, FIG, has since 1878 represented surveyors and the surveying 

profession globally. Today, it does so in the broadest sense, by including geospatial experts, valuers, 

construction economists, hydrographic surveyors, land surveyors and so on.

In this article, GIM International and FIG 

ask the three President candidates – Abbas 

Rajabifard (Australia), Diane Dumashie (UK) 

and Orhan Ercan (Turkey) – five questions 

about their views of the surveying and 

geospatial profession, the future and their 

visions if they were the next President of FIG.

Three candidates for FIG President 
– Five questions on the future of
surveying and surveyors

WHO WILL SET THE SCENE FOR FIG OVER THE NEXT FOUR YEARS? WHO WILL REPRESENT THE 

SURVEYING PROFESSION AND COMMUNITY? WHAT WILL BE ON TOP OF THE AGENDA?

Candidates for President for the term 2023–2026:

•  Abbas Rajabifard, Surveying & Spatial Sciences Institute SSSI, Australia

•  Diane Dumashie, Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors RICS, UK

•  Orhan Ercan, Turkish Chamber of Survey and Cadastre Engineers HKMO, Turkey

Candidates for two Vice Presidents 2023–2026:

•  Brian Davies, Canadian Institute of Geomatics CIG, Canada

•  Daniel Steudler, GEOSUISSE, Switzerland

•  Qin Yan, Chinese Society for Geodesy Photogrammetry and Cartography CSGPC, China

•  Winnie Shiu, National Society of Professional Surveyors NSPS, USA

How do you foresee the surveying 

profession changing? 

We are living in an increasingly complex 

and interconnected world and a very 

fast-growing digital market, and the use 

of location information in everyday life 

is growing dramatically. In this context, 

digital transformation, and our response to 

global challenges (e.g. population growth, 

urbanization, climate change, sustainability, 

resilience and pandemics such as COVID-

19), are increasingly altering all aspects of 

our societies and our economic stability. 

Technological advancements are offering 

new ways to design, produce, consume 

and manage by providing a ‘live’ system 

to model, measure and monitor changes. 

In this environment, the dependency of 

projects on land and geospatial information 

are becoming more crucial compared 

to the past. Therefore, I see surveying 

professions playing a more important 

role, but at the same time the changing 

directions and new requirements I see for 

surveying profession are more obvious, and 

risks are real in this context, in terms of 

quality of skills, market concentration and 

external geopolitical factors.

How will FIG continue to represent  

the interests of surveyors in the  

future?

The role I see for professional associations 

such as FIG to represent the interests of 

its members is becoming more strategic 

in this very fast-changing world. For FIG to 

maintain its international leading role and to 

improve its standing, it needs to re-examine 

its values and vision and develop a smart 

plan and strategic activities. It also needs 

to develop a roadmap that ensures that 

FIG remains relevant and connected and 

continues to serve the needs of the market 

Abbas Rajabifard
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and the interests of surveyors for the world 

we have today and into the future.

In response to the fast-growing market 

and global challenges, we see several 

strategic initiatives from different authorities 

and global entities (e.g. United Nations, 

World Bank). These agencies mostly 

have initiated major work around new 

frameworks or roadmaps (SDGs, IGIF, 

NUA) to assist global communities, as 

well as to improve the efficiency and 

effectiveness of our actions in response to 

the global challenges. In these initiatives, 

land and geospatial information are crucial 

components for decision-making processes 

to enable us to effectively respond to the 

challenges and improve sustainability. This 

is due to an inter-relationship between the 

market trends and the global challenges. 

We need to understand these relationships; 

therefore, FIG has a major role to play, 

and we as surveyors, spatial and land 

practitioners can play a strategic role in this 

transformation process.

How would FIG contribute to the 

implementation of the SDGs under your 

presidency? How can surveyors and 

geospatial experts worldwide be 

encouraged to become actively involved in 

these goals? 

FIG has a major role to play in today’s 

emerging markets and in empowering 

Member States to implement SDGs, 

and we as surveyors, spatial and land 

practitioners can play a strategic role in 

this transformation process. Urbanization, 

natural and human-induced disasters, 

migration and technological advancements 

are among some of the most potent forces 

that are increasing the connectivity and 

complexity of the challenges highlighted 

in the SDGs. The SDGs’ dependency 

on geospatial information and enabling 

technologies are mainly due to the 

primary roles that data and tools play in 

relating people to their location, place 

and environment, and in measuring 

‘where’ progress is, or is not, being made, 

particularly at the sub-national and 

local levels. However, in the pursuit of 

sustainable development, many countries 

continue to face a series of impediments 

that limit their ability and opportunity to 

participate fully in the implementation 

of the United Nations 2030 Agenda and 

to support national development and 

economic prosperity, and through that, a 

global and thriving information economy. 

In response to this, and as part of our 

strategy, we will focus on improving our 

closer collaboration with the UN, the World 

Bank and international agencies and play 

a very active role in all FIG Commissions 

to facilitate SDG implementation. This is 

an area in which FIG can take a strategic 

role to empower the global community and 

sustain future skills and human resources. 

What do you think of the current 

developments in land administration, 

fit-for-purpose, IGIF, FELA and so on? How 

can FIG play a role in this?

Professional associations are not only 

important to the professions they represent, 

but they are becoming an increasingly 

important source of science and 

knowledge-based advice to governments 

and institutions with global responsibilities. 

My leadership of FIG would ensure that  

FIG is on a very positive trajectory for  

future relevance, sustainability and  

growth.

Which main goals would you hope to see 

achieved during your presidency?

Should I have the support to serve FIG 

as president, I will bring a very strong 

strategic vision that will increase the 

relevance of FIG in the future. My focus 

will be on FIG today and in the future – 

opportunities and challenges, and strategic 

pathways to nurture strong collaborative 

partnerships with government, industry and 

academia, to ensure the next generation 

of professionals is equipped to meet 

the needs of the emerging markets and 

industry. I will bring a vision for FIG that 

aligns its aim, objectives and mission with 

all the changes taking place in the market. 

My motto is: 

Connect Local Challenges to Global Action 

/ Connect the Global Market to Local 

Opportunities 

For FIG to continue to be relevant, it must 

be more actively engaged with the key 

international institutions to ensure that 

surveying and geospatial knowledge and 

technologies are fully utilized when dealing 

with the major global challenges. I will 

focus on:

-  Global Agenda: SDGs, IGIF, COVID-19,

digital transformation, power of location,

climate change, digital economy, digital

Professor Abbas Rajabifard is a surveyor and internationally recognized scholar and 

engineer, and an active leader in land administration modernization, sustainability 

and resilience and the development of digital twins. He is a strategic thinker who is 

passionate about driving innovation and change within the surveying and geospatial 

profession. He understands the complex environment that we work in and the need to 

build collaborative partnerships to maximize opportunities for growth. Abbas has 

proven experience in leading and chairing professional organizations and executive 

science panels, such as the Global Spatial Data Infrastructure (GSDI) Association and 

the UN-GGIM Academic Network. He is currently Director of Smart and Sustainable 

Development and Geomatics Discipline Leader at the University of Melbourne. He has 

more than 30 years of experience working at various state, national and international 

levels in industry, government and academia, in a career path that has always been 

in surveying, land administration and spatial. He has been nominated by the 

Australian Surveying & Spatial Sciences Institute (SSSI).
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twins, opportunities for surveyors/

practitioners;

-  FIG Commissions and interrelationships

(cross-cutting collaboration);

-  FIG diversity and inclusion;

-  Regional focus (needs, challenges and

opportunities);

-  Young surveyors and women in surveying

(supporting digital surveyors/engineers);

-  Capacity-building (human capacity and

organizational capacity) and providing

new digital skills.




